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Article XXIV. 
PERSIAN NEWSPAPER AND TRANSLATION. 

The following transcript of a Persian Newspaper, lithographed and 
printed at Tehran, is given as a specimen of the political advancement 
of the Persians, among whom a printing press is but of very recent 
introduction. The newspaper was undertaken u few years since, 
under the editorship of Mirza Salih, one of the public secretaries 
of II. M. the Shah of Persia, who has been employed on a diplomatic 
mission in this country. The original is lithographed on two large 
folios, printed on one side only ; it is closely written in a plain hand, 
and is surmounted by the Persian emblem of the Lion and Sun. 

The transcript is a faithful copy of the original, containing the 
same vowel points and orthographical marks, without any addition 
whatever ; as it is the object of the publication to show not only 
what matters arc thought likely to engage the attention of the public 
in Persia, but also to give a specimen of the language and ortho- 
graphy in use among ordinarily educated persons. 

The English version is not a verbal translation, but it is hoped 
that it affords a fair idea of the spirit of the original. Some flowery 
epithets and useless repetitions arc omitted, but nothing has been 
left out which could in any way affect the meaning. 
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® «U'ib gUkil (_j_^yl9 Xiikil ^h _p 

-O- .. .. o 

/>**■=£; «>>t-:SV<> tjUaiw LJjAasjJxl _)t A*U d^i CxJjU* .J^xoiU! 

lb 

^i)U-_,Uu Oj^ a&^I j i-Mjf pCsx* i)Uj"J *)Li, _, 6jj, 5,j Juki' 

J?.}}-> ) *Sj^) f Aft C__«.A«,J ^ <U'~)jjl (__jMjil r . yMl—aAp _j AAamLaJ 

(_£>*-« tiyJUJI JUJ"^ tfjtai U-^iUi ^ (jli •-'V^ 6 '' i i/**l«»ii j 
j-^^U 1 ^ *dx CIaIjS £>jt£*. ^^Lft- ^jL> L sK,L (_jj»^K*mJ j 
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•-""' tp»' *'>i=X'ja tsU«*A~»5 &y,j£j JU ^ ^U. yl ^^a »lj. ^o jS 
l^ii A>L» ^UJ ^5L»| ^C«J C-J^xo IjJy^ i^l^ cftUJ cL^^ *f 
jJaJ ji ^Iflj* S,j-J* <tT AXlji JjI «X,t s *iU AMI iXXii. Jlc iXx'i 

CL»IaJU» J>asJ jl Vaj /, ^tytXfA £\*aJZ> M>~« ^ AjJ^j.9 iIa*.*^-* 
*-*!&*^' } £*$)j *J>&J.'.J «^*> «^¥.t-= t-***^ 1 " u^|***' S^^ 1 ^ J'-W* 

#^jU?U;il A.tfU./jj^jJ i\ll<» itfyJ *IL «i,b ^l^iAflU (JOAA33?" <U 

li-oVj^A *A.*\jIaXJ g^-s^j *i)U»l J^<^>-« lyi'a-^4 As. lUjvaXt Jjl*' 
^ u*i>jJ" JA j^ — i> j j — d>\— la ClA-— i*ia="" i^oijOta* \ i' *^^«J 
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Ah 

*JU1I AaXjJI SiljcKll «X&ju> iA>a> ilJiXar , w.>w=v« i_.U^» jUsvili 
aJox^o j\ iS I v JjIaJ ^W ^ AfslaX^o iIjLoiia- uamu j Oilxil i\)<Xa^o 

«XJ*)>-^ <jUa1L gijjj.ti jllaXw (jmLLm |ji> JflLi <Xf»>>j jy$li <Ull 

JjJjO*** ^jL_i'lai *aa3» yl i)j»j *f CLvw| j&ll *»it>lj' U-J"^W 

jY*A»*.tsi j iX^ol jji*j iSjIaj (jl^> f^V *i»'* t » uA^^*- ■/' *f i_s**^" 

U» *' <^>V i^UasM <XjOjJ lJLsJv^o >j!/ w oUwl j>_/aw>- ^aw£» /•.asr'l 
vijl^si. isflal j «_,l-i ;t ^yfcL&Ajfclii i_>LvsA*j| jk\o <->€j jA UL< ^ 
t " i w i. uaKam* Aaaawaj y^iXArf if «>>J *j c?*f L»- tf^cO ,i « tlAiv) 

Cj-Sl.yiir V-JLy c_5l^Ci-J ^Ua&jIj tj.JiV/J' OLJU kuvJifc.. a 
jA tXii^^j *5ljj aaII <gyn* $j+M L>f^ iJ- A ' *^ si .? *>'>*• 

f/V*"*^ »«^"!^ *»>*£• ^»f W L>lyj-« ^*A**J> JjliyO / «5v.j J 

A*XS ^ Aa>U. A«AJi JJ»U **X» *>»aJL) o^^ tst*** **^» L_^J" j.A ^ 
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**Ac £}** Oiiljl (_3<X*> ^ Ci^tXai ^jjw\ -TV o^t ^ AjfO AJty 

«->Uj> 8i^j umaa&I alia I; diy 3%, frSVo ,$<& f* 1 ^ * ^ "*:»' 

i^i^u, «^ ^A-*- ^ ^ * <-V * *> ct ->' /**** 

•Xj J^.^J QjlcUaj. Jj (jm^KJI (IaTj^) CijIAam UjVj AJLal. £0**. J ilJ**3 
t»T,lx^o AaA<& t-Vol ijj iX-i^, i_*-Si iS Aa»-j,»1 ^ AXk? «1 \_A/-t»jJ « 

cJiUajl 6Lb t$ Vb j* «i^*j ^iu *«^j ^J lynl/'j -5UI sU.a4>1£ 
«s3^U«<) aaa-4> Jjli'^i X>i *^> ji> ^jj )jij~{,)6j\ *\___Ao\ j *fr*-« 3 

•a ^«i — Vr»- v*^* *^ J y ^^j>>^ q»Xsss^> j&o'j** $ *J^)L<> 

J^i^ Axj^i tfU>_)L» yXal^Aj ^,|jil4; g^i; uWju^) JLyw,^* 0>aj 
^XjtiU) Ijj..".^ ujj.«*sj>llc siU'Ji oLil'l m>jm jaL (5v*ju *r »xJi».j 
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AJ4J -iVel j\ kaMjjfiyJ y 6j\j *&${ ^jUaLw *A&>l-i cX*^=cwaJ 

A;jlAiu ^ t?y'yy> 5^ S?^ cs^ 1 -V 15 OLyas\X*t aT 

li^Sy.* j\ J.AJ.I Jjiff J^Jjl <-^J *<>& V&* } £»j* \__$/J|jf 

<jlM.& £>>*.=* ~o 3 OUull aj^&jI £U**»t /I *fJ' £/*-* «Ki-»>v» 
^s^o J^tAs. aaaUav. CLtfUs uj^*j li' tiJ^lx.* ^.yaj ,}LJiA~>b 

^ ^>__Jjj j &j i. e s (£_*_c — )^_x_£ — « 

. o.- -- o - it 

^J.^i *X&JS «_-*-»» jt uu^»U»-=svaj a!" u:-^J (_^j1 yil &#^.V 
AJlirlXf Cloij I— £>^ob *f ^>i>f V*I&.« *K,Ij t_JV~» jlyJ. 

iS Vaj u^aUUw cJ» jVj *AjU- j0*3-'> i «****M **H £»*" OjUI 

•ejj. %j-t>«> JJ»4-J *—~yji <AjL=J. ^.i (•T:b v5 ^H 1 ** ** «*»**i U-ill 

JJj«Nj (!X«&w»j t-jl^ *T ij* 1 »-^a»^.» u£;<>AJ »l*vt)b jt>L« J'J'-aJ; 

^ ^3-sAj <__ity>- *A^l^ U l^»i\vi*>lA5 Af tiji Xij? ji i^i qj1v*»^». 



PERSIAN NEWSPAPER. 301 

jyLA ^ iXJO^^j jjma^S^ AjIjjj tOli^S l/«}JI y' ^i» *** v 1 &*&& 
$ Ax&j^it *^ jl ^ »ii>J &T JjyJl t/»i'l *J* *<Xwi *^**-« 

*f <\>l<0ui)£J {.t\~}\pA (^jy+tfL* jjjjlj ijJjlj y(J ^4« Jk> *W.4 t5*-*J 

aa^o i_LLtu»AJ uLLacLuL) C1»<X« *J i)dj£>yo ij.ai jy^^o j}&-> 

&&&£ jijy't j$ $ «X*XaJ» ^Aa» iXAb jew«j» (j»*« i— a_»j» X) 

^ A_JUij._j jK-J r g — A— &—f (jj~->,' < — S/k ,/<H _j.V i 
*£«1<J cjjj «_llA/ijb ^ U^-A3,S &T ^i^jy. y^S^f yj*^ *«>>**>> I 

^jUaj JI ^AA^ii ji *^*«1) itJ^N *i Jii'y* S^^ CiVi^ (jjt) j$ 

i_^*^ jL« j^.» *r if «xa^>' ^-j <ji ^aJ^>' j' >^j ^ ^^u»^o 

«xa^j *5CajUa«x)' (. s^^ v' s {jjp}** m-**>\) <g\ji u^a-IjjHaw ^ 

VOL. v. 2d 
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# «^l*» ^Al^ $y** ->J > t?0>* wrf 1 ^ ?*:£*'* g*~f &***%- 

b^*?^ *-A*^ £j\tt£ & «\a*» l)>ft-* '-^•'l JIwas^j ^ u»w o>*- 
IjmuS ^j^-\ *A««1^isr *.A if yo» ^ s^j »^r *+i»jo (ji;^ t?^*^W 

,)•.*>' olfy" *l-PJV^ c OJuXa.* ckao sJj bj»'.^ ts^ £"•*•* 5 Ova-SAa*^ 
*|/^W b V^'b"* idly.' j' i1aic»|^«o jl <>*; u*k*^l \ — Ji>l~» ,jS.\ajI 

Jj^— <>J l^-^A>»J^i *J\ ajdl As ^ A^ *3j..#j jV*' 3*5^ l/*^ 1 ?^ 

c\ r € 4Al^.al^ 4X3|wV__!i«^i ^c <Xa*v jj*A-« CIa^st o/ — *j p~>j-t 

Q JvaaavjAj »j4> »Xj>ti C_5Vft^- — ■ ***=? H«V**) (jU. amjV— j Aa. 

■» - 
JSU* aliXAjbli tljjtXi) j«Xi' Cl^AasvXci u~^a-s- Li-»AA^j" cflj.j jjaa4 

Ojli lj*l&=SUl.l ^UJ" UA*>A<j!l,WJ ^AAAAfi .-Aa1jI> f AJIa^ tfiV^^VXj/^ (AWjl 

Mjjla j caavLaT j *^J CiJj « AaM .U*.« iliXXAAvl^ iIaaXjU' V****^ t>) 

t *- w 

($<XaJI Ax^vl Akjl ',) OvXj Jo! *JiAwrf ,.i*-'l « <0ij»IaX.Aj Vaj iIi.L< 
J~f- > a c1 *jU ^ «>»*)ljj Jrjv^cj^ qj*»=»^ tf^^-V l*^^ ^A*~* A^' 
^ iIaavJ ^ii»/c } i^oLo fjM>j*.2l Mjl~i u^^okXsr UiXqi <^itj cf iXaaj 
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vj kJijL> *T £<«*>l »Alla j. *y) *♦•* yj ^ah+ajI j «XaaXj aJUs^o i?_j*^ 

vfttui- ,jAa,A.« ^ tXJi^XA^o _J>** *$.Xl **.la~)^J ijy jl «1aT&A A.AJ ^ 



_5 j\ — s?" *\ij } CUi\j j f^y {j£u&>* >if+2£S-« (jUaX-J u^a3S\1cI 

_, ^JJ^ J \£t ^UAj, ^ £!,>• Vv ^ *%* o* u ^J 
ylXwi *A ^t Ij tf iXxi' jjA ji) ^.aj ^J+s. <±*>Ji*-i (j&^jW vV* 

Sj.*J «xij ijOyywj •V.'^' VG*^- H^ a ^* J V**" *>^ •*i«^»l i_s^^ 

w 

l T -\4><X*o *i'^Jj ujsJ ,J ^jtwiH t?i>-« (JiXs-l < l _j«< ^4-' «— *<*J 

aL'il v^ iijy° i ^/ is^.V ! ' 'iV fcA^'"' j^ 8ilA«*;»\ ^VlaA-* 
^llaXw iIaauaJ J- Jl J- ^ CAj^i-sL &AyJj$ } £>.ij (^-J <X»*- t5 -««*» 

<r < _>/<) \i »-> <0" i^j ^X-iiXxj ^Xfilw «\aawixT *(j1(Xj ^\^» y^*" 

2 D 2 " 
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oLol^j ^(p^o vjlCjii w ^Am Ai>£^ *<*yi &^\^-> <-aV.*»j ^V. 5 * j^ 

_J^ JlsLI /. )ljjLo iXav_) U^wAaaw J 4-__AjSlj y *AAAJ Aj tXjLT «_ ijj 

■$ <X_J| *0j_T i^1jJ\ c il>$\ axj ^ *J>*» ij*<y* 

«— >A*M yl«a^> ^« *jfci^Uj>- 'j)j jl Oa^ssJ ^UjXa* a>JaJ * Ia4.i1 

,}Uj j iXJ Jj.) SjLot Ci^ACj j iS^am< iIa^^ST Ci^.avX 3 (Ja>a£ i_Aa,w1 

^U> Jl ]_, Ji ; ;ttsi »U, jl . OoijAl Lsr ^kc *aLic u jIj j^Usi j£.£ 
*j cT^j *V»« (jjjt Irf^ L£-»s»ljA-»l if Uj *T U>Uj A>- *0jCi ^at! 

*^A«y Cti^ #'V^- ^ CL^\jl)\J CjUfl^AS ^ KjU^J *»- ^ <X-«l /. \IaAJ 
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News of Occurrences during the Month Muharam, 1253, 
{7th April to 6ih May, 1837.) 

TRINTED IN THE CAPITAL, TEHRAN. 

News of the Kingdoms of the East. — Tehran. — That 
exalted nobleman, Khoda Dad Khan, has returned from his mission 
at Constantinople, and has brought a letter from his Majesty Sultan 
Mahmud, to the Shahanshah. The conduct of the ambassador 
during his mission having afforded full satisfaction, his Excellency 
has received an increase of rank, and has been appointed to the 
Viziership of Klioi. He is required in this office to exert himself 
strenuously in strengthening the bonds of friendship between the 
two kingdoms (Persia and Turkey). 

The pious and venerable Agha Mir Mahomed Mahal, Imam of 
Ispahan, has arrived at the capital, accompanied by a number of 
learned men who attend him, and has been honoured by an audi- 
ence of the Shahanshah. In truth, the mind of his Reverence is 
adorned by every grace and virtue and by an amiable disposition. 
The absence of hypocrisy and deceit — the nobleness of his nature — 
the excellence of his understanding — and his extreme urbanity, have 
given great satisfaction to his Majesty. The nobles of the court, the 
great officers of state, and the whole of the inhabitants of the capital, 
liave paid his Reverence the utmost attention. The well-wishers of 
this government, and of his Majesty the Protector of Islam, with 
the entire of the servants of God, have, from the day of his arrival, 
increased the manifestations of their respect and consideration for 
his Reverence and his companions, who daily received fresh favours 
and kindness from his Majesty until the time of their departure, 
when the Imam, with his learned and holy companions, was again 
admitted to court. On this occasion his Majesty commanded that 
his Reverence and the rest of the holy and learned men with him, 
should express their wishes and desires. His Reverence repre- 
sented, that as the King of Kings, the Protector of Islam, is strenu- 
ous in the defence and promotion of the faith, it is incumbent on 
every well-wisher of the state religion to be prepared for its sake to 
sacrifice both life and property ; and that his own desire, as a firm 
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adherent of the state, was to devote the whole of his goods to sup- 
port the armies of Islam. The asylum of the world augmented the 
marks of his favour towards his Reverence j and, in addition to 
various presents with which he had been honoured, his Majesty 
conferred on him the sum of three thousand tomans (1500/. ster- 
ling), as a pension to himself and his connexions, in addition to his 
former salary ; besides which, the sum of sixty thousand tomans 
(30,000/. sterling) has been relinquished from the government taxes 
paid by the llyots of Ispahan. The clemency which has been thus 
displayed towards the city of Ispahan, and the remission which has 
been made in the revenue there, have been extended in a great 
degree all over Persia, particularly in Azurbaijan, Khorassan, Irak, 
and Fars. The pages of a newspaper are unable to contain the 
details of the royal bounties, the princely munificence, and heavenly 
virtues of his Majesty. Whoever wishes to know the extent of the 
benevolence 'and grace of the King of Kings, the origin of equity, 
towards the whole of the people of this heaven-protected kingdom, 
must examine the records of each province wherein the remissions 
are faithfully recorded. 

Each of the nobles, chiefs, faithful servants, and governors of 
provinces remote from the royal presence, having been honoured 
with a court-dress from the'royal wardrobe, his Excellency Moate- 
mid ud Dowlah received a special dress of honour on this occasion, 
as a particular mark of favour. His Majesty evinces towards him 
daily testimonies of his confidence, and has elevated his Excellency 
into a more exalted position about the royal person. It is well 
known t<} the faithful ollicers of this state, that after the demise of 
his late Majesty, the first person who, among the old servants of the 
kingdom, stepped forward with the offer of his life, 'and joined the 
royul camp of his present Mujesty, was his Excellency Moatciuid 
ud Dowlah, and that he pre-eminently excelled the former faithful 
ollicers of his Mujesty in the performance of important service. In the 
first place he laid at the foot of the throne a portion of the revenue 
of Uilun, in advance, and, in addition, suitable offerings. After the 
arrival of the royal army at the capital, he was deputed to the pro- 
vince of Fars to punish the refractory, at the head of an army con- 
sisting of a body of cavalry and infantry. Wherever he encountered 
a fort he occupied it, and he inflicted due severity on the rebel- 
lious. At one of the stages of his march, he defeated and put to 
flight a body of troops under the Prince Hussein Ali Miizu, and he 
did not leave unvanquished a single rebel as far as the city of Shiruz. 
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After his arrival there, through the unvarying fortune of the Shah- 
unshah, he entered that fortress; and without departing from the 
respect due to their station, and without strife or contention, he 
secured the persons of Hussein Ali Mirza and Hassan All Mirza, 
and sent them under a suitable escort to the capital. After this he 
applied himself to the arrangement of the alfuirs of the province. All 
the strong forts were occupied and maintained in a state of defence ; 
by great address and by admirable arrangements, he obtained pos- 
session of the castles of Keluh Safid, Scrasia, (Jul, Kclab, and 
Deli Muruh, and secured the persons of all rebels far and near. 
He sent Wrtli Khan Mamascni and his son Baker Khan bound in 
chains to the capital ; and his Majesty derived the highest satisfac- 
tion from his eminent services and loyalty. 

The l«)th of this month, (23rd April, 1837.) being the birth-day 
of the King of England, his Excellency the minister plenipotentiary of 
that government gave a splendid entertainment on the occasion. The 
minister plenipotentiary of Russia, and the Russian chiefs and 
nobles, his Excellency the minister for foreign affairs, Mirza Massaud, 
with a numerous assemblage of the nobles, and chiefs, and principal 
servants of this state, were also invited. The palace of the English 
embassy was splendidly illuminated. The garden of the palace is 
filled with beautifully-variegated roses and tulips, and enchanting 
trees. Thousands of crystal lamps, besides gold and silver candela- 
bras, were suspended in the porticos, saloons, galleries, and walls, 
making the night vie with the day. The portrait of his Majesty the 
Shahanshah, painted on canvass, was placed on the highest position 
in the palace, encompassed by innumerable lights ; while that of his 
Majesty the King of England, painted on another piece of canvass,, 
was placed opposite, being also surrounded by lamps. There was 
so brilliant an exhibition of fireworks, that the spectators were 
dazzled, and the sun, had it been day, would have been obscured. 
In truth, it was a princely and noble entertainment. Forty persons 
sat down to dinner. There was a great variety of music, besides 
the band of musicians of the Russian regiment, playing foreign 
airs, which afforded unexpected delight. Mirza Lutf Ali, one of 
the special servants of the king, arrived during the evening with con- 
gratulations from his Majesty the Shahanshah to the British minister, 
and informed him that his Majesty hud honoured and exalted his 
Excellency by sending, for his acceptance, a miniature of his Majesty, 
set with jewels, to be worn on his Excellency's faithful breast. His 
Excellency, on receiving this gracious message, hastened, according 
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to custom, out of the palace to meet the bearer of the portrait, 
accompanied by the whole of the guests, who offered him their 
congratulations on the occasion. This extraordinary honour in- 
creased the festivity of the company, who enjoyed themselves until 
eight hours after nightfall, when the party broke up. 

News of Fokeion Countries. — Italy. — A person in Naples 
has written u letter to a friend of his, of which the following is a 
copy : — 

Five hours after sun-set, in the month of Shawal, the ceiling of 
the palace was in flames, and in a short time the royal library, where 
for years the most valuable books and manuscripts, in every 
language, with a variety of dictionaries, had been deposited, was 
reduced to ashes. The same misfortune befel the large Royal 
picture gallery, where the best paintings of the masters of every 
country were collected ; and all the valuable curiosities which, 
during the revolution of ages, had been brought together in these 
two edifices, were destroyed. The fire reached the royal sleeping 
apartments, and the mother of the king hud scarcely time to effect 
her escape. His Royal Highness the prince of Syracuse was asleep, 
and his apartment was filled with smoke to such a degree, that the 
prince was taken out senseless in his sleeping clothes. The flames 
burned so fiercely, that there was apprehension of the destruction 
of the theatre. To avert this misfortune, a wall ten yards in length, 
two yards and a-half broad, and twelve yards in height, was built in 
the space of three hours, and, by this means, the flames were not 
suffered to reach the theatre. During the day and two nights that 
the people were employed in extinguishing the fire, the thieves made 
use of the opportunity to rob various dwellings, and some of them 
plundered valuable property in the above two buildings. 

Some of these thieves were apprehended and sent to prison. It 
is not yet known who was the author of the fire, or how it was 
caused. . 

America. — A letter lias been written from New York, stating 
that a new steam vessel had been invented to traverse the ocean, in 
which two wheels are employed, making thirty-five revolutions in a 
minute of time. The rate of travelling is estimated at twenty miles, 
or nearly six farsakhs, in the space of nn hour. This vessel was 
launched last New Year's-Duy. Merchants and persons connected 
with commerce, are much rejoiced at this increase of speed and 
promptness in the conveyance of merchandise. Previously to this, 
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a vessel required « month to proceed from London to New York, 
unil now the same distance is traversed in twelve days without fail. 

England. 1 — A large steam ship- of- war, named " The Atalanta," 
and carrying sixty-eight guns*, has lately arrived at the port of 
Bombay. She has been sixty-four days on the voyage from London 
to Bombay, which distance no vessel lias accomplished by the same 
route, under six months. At the Cape of Good Hope (which is the 
extreme end of Africa), ships outward and inward bound, stop for 
refreshments and for water j a considerable number of English 
people reside here. This steum ship-of-war remained one day at the 
Cape of Good Hope, and having procured water and fuel, proceeded 
to Hindustan. We hear that several other vessels of this descrip- 
tion will be constructed. 

i 
It is now twenty-five years since Mirza Syed Ali, in conjunction 

with Henry Martin, translated the new Testament into Persian, with- 
out demanding any remuneration. The Bible Society, which is a 
large body, constantly employed in diffusing the religion of Jesus, on 
which object it expends large sums of money, having received from 
Sir J. Campbell, the late English envoy, on his return from l'ersia, 
.an account of the state of the matter, has sent Mirza Syed Ali, for the 
present, a gift of 200 tomans (100/. sterling), and they have re- 
quested him to write and state what other recompense he has 
received for his trouble; and it is likely that they will send something 



Constantinople. — Assad EiTendi, who for a long time was 
superintendent of the government press, and who, under the title of 
Turkish Ambassador, had come to the kingdom of l'ersia, accom- 
panied by a number of officers, for the special purpose of congra- 
tulating his Majesty the Shahanshah, on his accession to the throne 
returned to Constantinople in the month of Ramadan. Although 
the friendship and alliance between these mighty states is of ancient 
date, and is firmly established, yet, in consequence of his talents, 
capacity, extraordinary sagacity, and diplomatic skill, the union 
between both kingdoms has been much augmented by this re- 
ception. The two governments are of one mind, and have but one 
view in politics, and with regard to religion, their sentiments arc not 
dissimilar. After Asstid Etlendi had executed his mission in the 

• The editor linn been misinformed. Tlicro arc on board " Tlio Atalanta," 
only two guns, but lliey carry sixty-eight pound sliot. 
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most satisfactory manner, he returned to assume his former duties 
at Constantinople. 

His Majesty, the Sultan, gave strict orders on the clay the bridge 
of boats was closed, and the new bridge opened for the use of the 
people, that nothing whatever should be taken from passengers and 
travellers. It is known to all men with what inconvenience and 
apprehension so] many thousands of people and beasts of burden 
crossed the water on u latikeh (flouting bridge), and how much 
money they spent, yet, notwithstanding these dillicultics, it was 
accomplished, though the passage was not unattended with loss. 
His Majesty the Sultan, actuated by his benevolence towards mer- 
chants ond ryots, and in order to ensure the convenience of travellers, 
expended u large sum in constructing the present bridge. A certain 
person named Heshid, commenced levying tolls, without authority, 
from the passengers and laded beasts, under the pretence of lighting 
the bridge, and many people were his accomplices in this oppression. 
Some friends of the people and well wishers of the Sultan's govern- 
ment, gave information of these proceedings to the Sultan, who 
caused Reshid to be banished from the city, to the village of 
Istankoi, and the persons who were his accomplices, have been con- 
demned to hard labour. 

One day Sultan Mahmud was passing this bridge with his 
retinue, when a petulant, naked, matted- haired, foul-tongucd, im- 
pudent, impious, dervisc, who was both in mind and body a demon, 
stood full in the Sultan's path. The eye of the Sultan fell on this 
strange figure. The dervise stepped forward some juices and began 
to speak with the highest disrespect of the Sultan, and accused him 
of subverting the faith of Islam. The Sultan, regardful of his 
dignity, made no remark at the time, but before an hour hud 
elapsed, the hairy-head of the mad dervise, (which was like that 
of an ill-coloured porcupine,) was separated from his body. Some 
of his friends spread a report that a light encompassed the body of 
the dervise after the execution, and they employed themselves in 
prayers for him and in reading the Koran. This dervise, during his 
life, was like a beast : how then could he, at his death, become an 
object for miracles, when he had not the understanding to address 
the Sultan becomingly ? yet the people, both publicly and privutoly, 
complain that the Sultan pays no regard to religion. When the 
Sultan became acquainted with this rumour, he issued an edict, 
requiring that every Musclman should, at the appointed time of 
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prayers in the evening and noon, appear at the mosque, and if any 
one neglected the slightest form of religion, the same should be 
punished. Accordingly, people arc now forcibly sent to the mosques, 
and whoever is neglectful, is exposed to the penalties of the law. 
On this account the people have become abstemious and religious, 
and are restored to due obedience. 

The birth of his Majesty Sultan Mahmud, took place on the 14th 
of the month of Ramadan, 1 109, (July 20, 1785,) the anniversary of 
which was celebrated with extraordinary festivities at Constantinople, 
and recreations and amusements were prepared for the military and 
the people. The greatest joy was everywhere apparent, for the 
Sultan is clement, just, provident, and wise j the people are grateful 
to God for granting them such a sovereign. He does not allow a 
moment to pass without endeavouring to promote the welfare of his 
subjects. What plans has his Majesty not laid for the prosperity of 
his people, and what benefits has he not conferred on the kingdom ? 
The inhabitants of the city, both strangers and residents, offered up 
their thanks for these festivities, and all persons participated in the 
joy which prevailed. There were illuminations at night at the 
Imperial Palace, the governor's residence, that of the Sheikh ul 
Islam, the Seraskier Pasha, and the houses of all His Majesty's 
servants, 



